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Vesuvius 


















Vesuwlus se*n (ram the west 
stiowlng the Pompeian plain 
and the hills behind Stablae. 
The reconstruction shows the 
graat desoribed by Pliny 
whpch drifted seutliwards 
buryfng Ihe Pompeian plain. 
The surnmif cf Vesuvius is 
about ien kilomelr^ from 
Pompeii and seven trom 
Hefculaneum. 
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TopsCHT 

LêpiUt 

Ltpim 

SBndy astf wiïh 
corbanii^ 
vvaod 
L*pm 
Hardened 
yctc»mc 9and 
Cra^ntih flfey 
pumpce 

pumica 
Ugftt whife^ 
ptrinice 

Lava 


A set^ion gf the volDanic 
fallout that covered Pompdi. 
The section was taKen at the 
rarge Falaestra next to ihe 
amptiitheati'e. Herethe 
eovering was three and a half 
meires deep. 


Rfght: Map oi Bay pf 
Naplas shüwing the faüóut 
area. The darX grey shows Ihe 
densest area of iallout (more 
than two meues) the rnld^gr ey, 
one 10 two metres, and the 
lightest grey, half lo one 
metre. 
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Discovery and excavation 


The legend of the tost city 

As time pEissed Pompeii was forgocten. In the fifth 
century Rome feil And Itaiy eolljpsed into bïirbarism 
ind ignoratice. But for more than a thousand ycars rhc 
legend o{ a lost city Uved on. 

In 1^94 Count Myïizio Tuctavilla deesded to hmld 
:tn aqucdiict lo carry water from the river Sarno to his 
viUa at Turre AnnUhziata at the fooE of Vesuvius. As the 
workmen werc digginj^ along the Southern sSopes of the 
volcano chey uncovered ruined buildings. They éven 
turned np an inscripcion on w hich was \vrittcn decurio 
Pompeis. Th is inscription, w'hieh re f er red to a towii 
oonncillor {de^urion) at Pompeii, was belicved co come 
from a villa bclongii^g to Pompcy the Great. The matter 
was soon forgocteti. A cencury bier a wcll was bcing 
dug when onee again inseripcions were brought co che 
surfacc, iiicluding oiie that referred to Pompeii. Again 
ïiOTliing was dotie. 

Herculaneum and Potnpeji are föutid 

\n spitc of these two discoverics Pompeii was not the 
firsc of the buried towns to be excavated^ In 1710. 
thirteen kilométtes further up the coast at Resina, a 
pcasant was digging another w'el] in which he dis¬ 
co ve red brge skbs of marble. A tocal nohkinan seeiiig 
che marbles realized at once what they werc and boughc 
the land. Herculancum, One of the buried towns had 
heen discovered. A great treasure hunt began. 

For ncarly forty years Hercubttcuni was robbed, 
lts treasures went co adorn nübic houses. When chis 
excavation proved difficult people remembered the 
oiher finds, On 23 March 1748 digging begart at 
Pompeii. 

For more than a hundred years the cxcavations 
proceded in a haphazard way. Thcy depended enrircly 
on thé whims of the kings of Naples who changed 
regularly as Auscria* Spain and France vkd for power in 
Italy. 

Florelli takes over the excavations 
In 1860 Garibaldi united Italy and the strugglc for power 
in Naples ended. Guiseppe FioreHi wa^ appointed 
Professor of Archaeology at Naples and look over 
conirol of the cxcavations. Ie W'as to this man more chan 
any other that the scientifie excavation of l^onipcii was 
duc. 

Fiorelli clcarcd away the mounds of earth that 
littcrcd the site. These mounds had been moved 
backwards and forwards as the excavators wanted co dig 
new areas. He cleared the sireecs so chat one cotild see a 
plan of che töwn. He divided the site up intu numbered 
regions. Then, usii^g the Street plan^ he numbered each 
area that wa,s surrounded by streets calliiig these msuke 
(isbnds). These are equivalent to che blocks in a modern 
town. Éach door way was also numbered so that every 


hüusc and shop could be identified. For examplCp the 
house of Lucigs Ceius Secundus is in rcgiün b 
dnorway number Ki. 

Fiorelli's excavation [ournaJs 

Now fqr the first time detailed accounts of the 
excavatio-ns were kepc. These listed the site wherc an 
object was found, its position within the sice and its 
depth in the grüund. It also stated any coneJusions that 
mighc be drawn from thb, Fiorelli insisted that 
wherever possible things should be Idt in posicion 
wdthin rhc houscs. Prior to this all valuablcs had been 
renioved to form great collcctions; paintings had been 
prised off walls and mosaics ripped from floors. It is a 
great tragedy that today so maTiy of the priceless 
treasures of Pompeii are stolen by unscrupulous 
collectors, Sonic tourists even break off pieccs from 
objccES as souvenirs. 

Perhaps Fiorelli is best remembered for his piaster 
casts of che dcad. tvtany skelctons w^erc found at 
Pompeii, The fascinating thing was not so much the 
skeleton as the imprint of the body w^hich w as shown in 
the ashes. When pêoplc whü were caught by che 
eruption diedi the ashes and pumicesettied around their 
bodics. Theo the raiti ca me tvhich washed more ash 
down to fill in the cracks betw'een the poniicé Stünes. 
This then hardened to scal in the bodics. In time the 
flesh and dot hing decayed and disappeared leaving oniy 
the bones, but every detail of the body v/as imprinted in 
the ashes. Fiorelli invqntcd a method of casting co pies of 
the bodies by pumping a type of piaster into che caviry 
left by the body. This proeess has since been used to cast 
doors^ shutiers and even tree roots, 

The process was used co fill a cavtty discovered 
du ring the excavation of the house of VcSónius Primus. 
When the piaster cast was taken out It was found to bc a 
dog complete with colbr (scc right). It had been 
tethered by a chain in the d/rniwi of the house. As the 
as hes had co me in through the opcniiig in the roof they 
graduaily began co fill the room. The poor creature had 
climbed up higher and higher utuil his chain was 
stretched taiit. Thcn^ still struggling to get free, hc had 
been buried alive. 

The bter excavations 

Since Fiorelli’s time the cechtiique of exeavacion has 
continued to imprüve. The buildings of Pompeii were 
gene rally crushed by the weight of the pumitc and 
ashes. The tops of those buildings which remained 
standing and protruded abovc the ashes were robbed for 
building materials by later generations. One seldotn 
finds a building higher than about füur metres. Many 
buildings have now been restored writh reconstructed 
roofs, so today üne ean enter a building and get an idea 
□f what it must have betn likc. 





excavations at the 
rear otthe house üf Marcus 
Lueratius re^ion 1 ^ 6, 

no. 2. The garden is being 
exca^öled. Sesreral l?o<iie& 
wene found h&re (see p.48). 


B&iow: Fiorelli's process- 
When 3 body is discovered 
piaster is pumped irrto the 
csvfty sö thatthe origlnal 
shape of the vicüm can be 
cast. 



8^iow:Jtv^ piaster cast ol the 
^x)dy shown above. Nctice iha 
daar Impression of his 
sandals. 



Rightlhe cast Of Primus’ dog 
which died in agonyp ils head 
pulled dtïwn by Ihe chain with 
which itwasiethered. 



L&ft: A oopy of folding doors 
rriade by Fiorsdi's process. 
These ere Irom the Villa ol Ihe 
Mysteries. Window shuttars 
and dootf posts have been 
casl by this mathod dufing Iha 
recent excavatlon cf ihe ViHa 
of Poppasa at Tcrre 
Annunziaia. 

OveWeaf.'An aerial view of ihe 
excavalk^ns at Pompeii. The 
picture is ta^an from ihe 
soulh. Centra left is the forum 
and boltom right the two 
theaires. 
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The town and its history 












j^boi/iff. Areconslructed sefi^l 
view of Pomp&ü from (he 
&outh. 

1 Tïiöfortjm 

2 Tüe forum baihs 

3 lh& oaniïai balhs 

4 The Stabian baltis 

5 Th& triarïgular foTiifTi 

6 The largo tfieaure 

7 Th^ gladiators' barracks 

$ The Great Palaostra 


te/jf.'The Marine Gate lirofïi 
ttie óJÉside. The passage 10 
the l&ft ia fer pedeelrians. The 
other ió lof animala and Nght 
vehiele^. The ïnoline here is 
too eleep for heavy vehicles. 


^ The amphithsalre 
W Regioin I, 

Vinsyard 

The Hercuïaneum Gate 

13 The Vesa^us Gaie 

14 The Capuan Gaie 

15 The No^anGale 
tê The Sarno Gate 
17 The Nucerian Gate 
fS The Stablan Gate 
19 The Marine Gate 


Beiow /eft:Ho4Jses built Over 
ïhe wails on the west side of 
the town. 

Setow. TorrilM along the road 
outside the Herculaneuiin 
Gate. 
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The forum 

Tht polKicai and 
commarckal centra. 

This ^ure shows the 
remains of the forum seen 
from the soulh-west corner. 
This was the poKtfcal. 
commercial and religieus 
centra of the town. The main 
temples, the govemment 

the business exchanges were 
grouped around it. At the 
bottom left is the entrance to 
the basilica which was a sort 
of law oourt-currvstock 
exchange. The line of columns 
across the picture is the 
remains of the two-storey 

along three sides of the forum. 
Merchants set up thek staRs 


In the centra of the left«hand 
page is the base of the tempie 
of Jupiter and to the right of it 
is the market. The govemn^ent 
buildings were at the south 
end of the forum. Vesuvius 
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The streets and water supply 



IfHIif 












L^ft: 19^4 water pipas clearty 
vigipLe wherettiB aurlace c( 
the sidewalk hae worn away. 
A junction pipe een be seert 
entaringahpuss. 


B&tow /elï; A pubisc fpuntain ir 
the via deli'Abbondanze 
cppo&ile reglpn 1^ 6. 


^bove.The via del la Fortuna 
at ItB junciNon with Ihe via 
SEabiana. This picTture shows 
clearly the stepping atenes 
and the deep ruts caused by 
Ihe caftwheels. 


feta w; The water-distri-bution 
buiFding at the Ve^uvius Gate- 
Here the water frem the 
aquaduct was divided inte 
three channels. 
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People and accommodation 
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1 The llalic wilh it& 
central atrium and rooms 
groopeiJ around ü. 

^ Hve lalaf Itaïic house with a 
peristyle attact>ed. 

A Atrium 
C Bedroom 
H Garden {hortus] 

P Perietyle 
T 

XWirïg(e^fl) 

5 The house erf ashopkeeper 
^Shop 

4 Bed-eitting rooms built ieto 
thetrontof a house- A 
stairway leads upfrom the 
paverneni. Individual rooms 
cari be reached from a 
balcony running along the 
front of the house. 


5The vast House of ihe Faun 
(reglon VI, insuia 12}. It has 
two atria and ts^ peristyles. 
The front bedrooms have 
been tunned tnto shops. 


w 


■ 1^^ 


ï 

: 

IH 

; !ii3W! HH 1 

m 

i; 






5' 


27 





































Construction and decoration 
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The entrance 
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A plastór cast of a 
door w\th bar and prop. 

Left: ReccïnstmetiDn ol a ïcck. 
The lock plate A is riveted to 
the otitside of the dtwr. Ihe 
lock fiand the bolf C are fixed 
to the ifisidfi of the door. The 
boït is slid along until the taeth 
of ihe iQck slip down Into the 
holes ir> the bott. II fs now 
loched, To uniock ilthe key D 
i$ mserted through the 
L-shaped hole end used to 
push Ihe tock gp out of the 
holes In the boft. The bot! cao 
be drawn back with the key. 



Befüw artrf right: Piaster casts 
of döors. One shows the 
tracés of the locks and the 
olher has targe bfonze studs-. 



Aboi/e; Doofway lo a house 
wilh lis doors casi In piaster 
(region IL fn^uta 5, no. 4), 


Left.'Apamting Irom 
Boscoreale showing a highiy 
decorated entrance to a 
house. 


Right: The ve^Hbufum of the 
House of the Faun eJaboralely 
decorated in the first stylo- 
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The reception rooms 1: the atrium 




















Abov0: The comphj¥ium ol 
the house of Vaterius Rufus 
(region I. /nsuto6. no. 4). One 
can see the rainwaïer spouts 
shaped like woives and a lk)a 



33 





























The kitchen and toilet 
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The dining room 
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The bedrooms 
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The garden 
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Private baths 






















The boiler mom of a priv£tte t>9th 


At the end qI llie nineteenth 
century a private bafh wilh 
ODifer room intaciwas 
e^cavatad al Boscoreate. 

Lead pipas with bronze tep^ 
canrted the oate waiarfrom Ihe 
main tank tD tho bólter and 
oitier parts Ihe bath hCKise. 
On the right ie e eecsion 
ehowing how the water was 
heated arul kapt warm In Ihe 
bath- 
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The Street 
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The shops 
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Bars and taverns 
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The bakers 













L»ft: A large baker s oven 
(region Vl.msutoe. no. 17). 
TNs oven is 3.8 metres high. 
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The fullers and launderers 



















































The public baths 2 
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The public baths 3 
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The theatre 

























The amphitheatre 


























Maps 

















Glossary 
































Raly, unitecï in 1860 1 2 
iv&ry 42, 69 

Ja&hemsky, Wilh-aErnih^ 48 
jeweltery 42, 43. 70 
iuqs^a. 57 

functipn'plpa, water 2 f 
Junianus ihe ironmongsr 22 
24. sa 52. 74 

KörbatQnes 20,22, 22 
keys30. 31 
kiictien 26. 26. 36 
knockers io 

^ad/um (wash-basin) 86, $6 
lamps 44, 4$ 
lantorns 44, 45 
faferium (hou&ehold shrine) 

32. 32. 45 
in tjar 5$ 
latiice-work 35 
lava fajfout 10 
lawoourts 1B 
Iead20.2ï 

Leucopaetra^ deatroyed 10 
liqold-heater 35. 37 
loaves 58, 58 
l<>CïKS 30, 31,54. 54 
loggia, cölonnaded 35 
Luoretfa 43 

lAJcrotius. 24,38,43, 

4S 

magistrale'^ stool 44 
manuat work 22 
marüle 33 

Marcus Lucretius. house of 
see Cryptopodicus 
Maria, a chambermaid 52 
market 75 
markel garden 46 
maaks, actor'a66i 6B 
masorry style^ mural 29^ 29. 

37 

mecf/fl cav&a (rear seats) 65, 
6B. sa 70 
men 

battis for 62, 62,64. 64. 65 
fiames of 22 

Menander, House of the 24, 
42,43,45.46. 74 
mezzanirte flpqr 56 
mill 58, 53, 59 

Minucius the weaver, house of 
22.24, 74 
rnirfOrs 42. 42 
Misenurti. n^val base aï 5,6 
Modestus me baker 6 
moriar SS 

mosaics 12,30. 68, 69 
cave oa^em 30 ,30 
mud, al Herculaneum 10. 35, 
42,44 

Murranus, a gladiator 72 
musïcat instnuments 69 
musipans 68, 69. 73 
MysterFBS, Vilfa of Ihe J3 .29 

name? 22 

r^aples. bay of 6,10,1 fp 16 
Naples, kingsof 12 
Naples Museum 3Q, 54 
natural histoTy, Pliny's 8 
nomen (chief famiLy name) 22 
Nuceiia 70 

numbering, Fioretli's 12 
Octavius Quartio, garden of 
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house Dl 3d 

oinlmanl. for bathers 66 
jarforS7 

Oplontis. desifoyed 10 
orchestra, intheatre 68, 66. 69 
oso/^/a (ornamental swinging 
diecs) 45, 46 
üvert 36. 56 
bakei'sSB, 58 

painling 
of banquel; 33 
Boscoreale 31, 44 
of food3e. 39 
of fiillin9 6Q. 67 
ingardöri45. 46 
giadlalors 7f 
mural 12, 26.40 
□f riöt 7Ü 
on shrine 52 
Iheatrioal 66 
Vesuvius 10 
Paris, aflaotoröB 
passage (26, 26.30. 
32 

v^itbufum of 30, 30. 34 
pavemodt 20 
psdestrians 17 

peristyle (colomiadad garden) 
26. 27, 46 

Petronius [Arö/tór D'e^entfae) 
40.75 

Petronius, a gladialor 72 
pipes-ol-Pan 69 
Pliny the Elder (Gaius Plinius 
SecurMluS) 6, 75 
Pltny the Vounger (Gaius 
Plinius Caecilius Secundus) 
6.10, 75 

Pompeian plaia 17 
Pornpey the Greal {Gnaeus 
Pompeius Magnus) 12. 75 
Pomponianus. a Stabian 
resident B 

püor, IheSO. 22. 26. 43 
Poppaea, vitia of 13, 29, 34 
populaiion. 5izeo(22 
porl of Pümpeii 16 
pols and pans 36 .37 
praenomen (personai name) 
22 

Pudioitia (MDdestyi 
peF&onified) 42 
Pugnax. a gladiator 72 
pumrce and stone. faNout of 8, 
9,10 

guern 58 

rain, durlng eruption 10,12 
rattle (s/sfrtrm) 69 
readi ng lamps 44 
reconsfruction, pf Pompei 1S 
reed pipe 69 

regions. of Pompeis (Fiorelli’s) 
12 

rented rooms 22, 26,27. 74 
Resina, 1 eih-oentufv 
dïscovery at 12 
restaurants 22. 24 
rich. the 22,26. 34. 46 
roads. conslruction of 20 
Roman Peace (Pbjt ADmana) 
16 
Rome 
empire of 6 
eaiiofi2 
and Pompeïi 16 


roafs, reconstrucfed t2 
n&ots. casts of 12. 46. 46 

sacrifice. daily 52 
Samnites 16 
Samo. river 20 
sandals, casts of 73 
S^tyrtcón^ TfiB 40. 42 
ScalèS54, 54 
sea. during eruptior^ 6 . 1 6 
hüuses on 6 , 10, 16 
seatióg. lntneatres66. 68^ 69 
self-governmenlie 
sewage 20. 36 
shop5 22.52.64. 74 
dOórS of 54 
flats above 24,54 
rooms converted to 25, 27 
shoulder-guard^ gladiator's 71 
shuttöfï 24,26 
casts of 12.13. 54,54 
lattice 35 
sidewalh 20 

waler-pfcpes under £0,21 
sigrswriiere, professional 30 
salver3S. 3B, 69 
skeletons 
in ash 12 
of gfadiators 70 
slaves 22 
in mills 56 
in polilics 5S 
quarters of 26, 26, 36 
sSogans, wall 30.56 
Sora, deslroyed 10 
sponge-stick 67,67 
Stabiae 

caphjred by Sulla 16 
deslroyed 10 
hillsbehind f1 
Pllnyat0,iO 
Vesuvius seen trom IQ 
Stabiana. via 27, 62, 66 
stags, in theatre 63, 63, 69 
stairs 22, 26. 26, 57, 74 
stalls. in lorum 16, 54 
Stephanus the faunderer 6 
stapping-stones. ïn road 20. 
21 

Strabc the geographar 10, 75 
streams. near Vesuvius 10 
Strsets 12 
widlliof20 

strigil (body-scraper)62, &6^ 
67 

strongbox 32 ,45 
Sucessus and Severus. rivals 
56 

summa cave6 (upper seats) 
es, 68, 69, 70 

tables 44 ,45 
lablawarese. 39 
.tabi>lrrtrü-m (reception and 
document room) 26. 26.27, 
3a33r34, 35 

Tacilus Comelius, historian 8, 
75 

Taurania, destroyed lO 
lavern 22. 24, 32, 50, 74 
house converted to 34. 35 
of Julia Feli^:56. 57 
Teachere 22 
temples 16, 18^ 29 

twarm roonn) 48. 

46.52 

terracotta 28. 32, 44, 56 ’ 
theaire,great f3,16. 17pÈ0. 
68, 74 


numbered seate 68 
□rctiestra ol 68 
pa/aesfra 76 

theatre, lirtle 13, 68. 6B, 74 
concerts at 68 

Theatrical Painling, House of 
the 22. 24, 32, 74 
atrium ol 32, 32, 63 
tiles{tegutes) 20^28 
Tmbrejf (intersection lile) 28. 
26 

nipple (mammafae) tor 
ceniral heating 55 66 
tc»tetaoces?orios42, 42 
toltets. public 36. 62, 62 
at Stabian balhs 67. 67 
seais of 67 
tombs 17 71 
T&ra, destroyed 10 
torches 44 

Tomé Annunziata 12,13, 29. 
34 

tourists. thieving 12 
fowers. defence 16. 16 
trede 6. 52 
trees 46 

Tfoian Shrine, House of me 
24, 74 

Tuttavilla, Count Muzzio 12 

urir>aEs. public 60 
urine^ infulfiiig 60 

valuables. stolen 12 
vehicles 17, 2G 
Ve]i^ house of the 32, 46 
Verecundus ihe lelter 74 
Venus the bronzesmith 22,24, 
52, 54 

Vespasian, Emperor (Trtus 
Ftavius Vespasianus) 60, 

75 

l/espa?/anr (oomic name fpr 
urinals) W 

Vesonius Primus, house of 12 
Vesuvius, Mount 5, Ift ft, 12, 
78 

beiore erupiion 10 
doud over, described 6 
crateroflO, 70 
cultivaled fö 

eruptions fC?, 11r 15,18, 69 
tava plug cf 10 
Monte Somma 10 
rtów cone of 10 
old cone of 10 
villas on 16 

villa (country house) 6.10.16 
of Pornpey Ihe Greal 12 
Vindoland, Hadrian’s Wall 87 
vineyards 17 46 

wall.drcuH 16 ,15 
water'-co-lumn 29 
watar-heatar 66, 66 
water-supply 20, 29 
wayside shrine 52 
Wells 20. 62 
Windows 
slit 20.26.30, 42 
ol 7ab^jnijm 34 
wint 35, 40 
women 

baths tor 62. 52, 64, 64, SS, 
65.67 
names of 22 
wood 33, 44, 57 

Zmyrina. a chambormaid 52 
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THE ROMAN WORLD 


Pompeii 

r he violent eruption ofMount Vesuvius on 24 August ad 79 was one of 
the greatest natural disasters ofall time. Thousands ofpeople were 
suddenly entombed in the town of Pompeii, taken by surprise as a layer 
of ash and pumice, many metres thick, rained doivn on top ofthem from 
the long-donnant volcano. Uncovered nearly 2000 years later, Pompeii 
gives us a fascinating record ofeveryday Roman life. 

In this stunning book. Peter Connolly recreates in his artwork and text every 
detail of the lives of the people of Pompeii. Their houses, shops, baths, theatres 
and more are brought vividly to life. 


'This book could profitably be taken to Pompeii as a guide and, 
failing that, is almost as good as going there.’ 
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